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As I write this we are looking forward to a brief parish meeting on May 31, Trinity Sunday, at which the vestry 

hopes to bring everyone up to date on how we are doing financially.  At first blush, the news is not good.  In the 

absence of a major change, we will have to dip into our reserves to meet our budget this year.   

 

Simply put, our facilities are eating our lunch.  Our average Sunday attendance in 2014 was 54; but the schism 

which happened in 2003 left us with a facility built for over 200. Insurance alone costs over $15,000 per year.  

We are in a location that is invisible to the community (I remember, my father-in-law missed my ordination 

because, after driving from OKC, he could not find us).  Operating costs impede us from doing more for educa-

tion, outreach, advertising and evangelism.   

 

Here are some possible solutions that we all need to be thinking about: 

 

Increasing membership.  Some studies have indicated that, if asked, almost 80% of unchurched (or infre-

quently churched) friends and acquaintances will accept an invitation to go to church with you.  Na-

tionally, 79% of Episcopalians first came to the church as adults. Greater numbers could solve our 

problems in a hurry.  This solution depends on YOU.  You have a church you are excited about.  Tell 

others about it and invite them to come with you.  If you are not sure about how to approach this, ask 

our kids; they are great about about bringing friends to church.  This needs to happen whatever finan-

cial solution is adopted.  If we are going to stay in our current facility, it must happen. 

Moving.  Moving to a facility that is more visible and better suited to our size and means could go a long 

way towards strengthening our parish, our presence in the community and our financial outlook.  We 

still need to grow, because making disciples is our charge.  But being more visible would help. 

Staying where we are and hiring a part-time priest.  Although the diocese pays more than half the cost 

of having a full-time priest, by far the largest budget expense is the cost of having a full-time priest.  

This would be a viable short-term solution.  But, in the absence of growth, the ongoing facility costs 

would eventually catch up, and the likely result would be closing the parish at some point in the future. 

(I should note that I could not stay at Good Shepherd as your part-time priest.  As it is, I will have to 

work full-time into my 73rd year to receive full retirement pay.) 

 

All of these options need to be discussed and considered.  There are probably many other things we could do, 

and all suggestions are welcome.  One idea your vestry has already adopted is to host a neighborhood Block 

Party on Saturday, June 27, from 4-6.  We intend to go door to door with invitations and to provide hot dogs, ice 

cream sundaes, activities for the kids and music.  It will be a get-acquainted event, not only to introduce us, but 

also so that the participants can have some fun and get acquainted with their neighbors.  Please plan to be there, 

and to step up if you are asked to help.                                                                                           Cont page 2 
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BISHOP COMMITTEE MINUTES               

 MARCH 2015  

Minutes for this meeting have been lost. 

The Good Shepherd  

E-prayer Chain 

 
If you have a request for prayer or a 

praise report to share with others, 

please remember that your brothers 

and sisters in Christ are only an email 

away.  

joynaifeh@sbcglobal.net  

ALTAR FLOWERS  
Altar Flowers are a beauti-

ful way to remember or hon-

or a friend, family member 

or occasion.     

The Altar Flower schedule 

for 2015 is up on the bulle-

tin board in office hallway.  

Sign up for a Sunday.  

The cost is $20 for one side 

or $40 for both.  

HAPPY 
FATHERõS 

DAY 
Sunday,  
June 14  

Cont from page 1 

Not all the news is bad.  We are watching our expenses closely and, so far, have spent $4,000 less than 

we anticipated when we proposed this yearôs budget.  We are not going to be asking our current member-

ship to dig deeper.  As a group, the stewardship and giving of Good Shepherdôs membership is outstand-

ing.  Moreover, as you all know, this is a parish that is full of life.  We are active in ministry to the poor 

and needy in the community and are known as ñthe church that helps.ò  Our church very much alive and 

well equipped to take on this challenge.  We are a dedicated bunch.  Weôve got all the right people with 

all the right talents to take this happen.  And, most of all, we have this:  ñSee how they love one another.ò 

Fr. Joseph+ 

mailto:joynaifeh@sbcglobal.net
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The Vestry meets on the 3rd Wednes-

day of each month.  

June meeting:  7pm    June 17, 2015 

Meetings are open to all church mem-

bers.   

8:00am - Morning Prayer (Held in 
Chapel) 

 
5:15pm - Jesus Prayer Group  (Held 

in Chapel) 

 
6pm - Holy Eucharist & Healing 

Service followed by bible study 

HOLY EUCHARIST AND  

HEALING  

SERVICE  
 

Good Shepherd has a 

Wednesday night ser-

vice which offers a Holy 

Eucharist service and a 

healing service followed by bible 

study.  

 

The service starts at 

6pm.    

 

You may bring a bag 

supper.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WEDNESDAY SERVICES 

TAI CHAI 

12 week session begins June 6, 2015, 

10:30 am. No charge.  

The class will be held in parish hall.  

New students are accepted during 1st 

2 sessions. 

Tai Chi is a low-impact relaxing form of 
exercise that requires no experience, no 
special clothing or equipment. 
Some of the benefits of Tai Chi:  Re-
lieves stress, promotes deep breathing, 
reduces blood pressure, and improves 
balance & stability. 
Classes taught by Gina Wozencraft 
(certified instructor) and sponsored by 
Creek County Health Department. 

WINE AND THEOLOGY  

EVERY 3RD THURSDAY AT 6:30PM IN 

THE PALOR  

BRING SNACKS AND IDEAS, 

THOUGHTS, QUESTIONS FOR DISCUS-

SION.   
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 WINE & THEOLOGY 
* Trinity United Methodist Church in Brookside to close after nearly 70 years 

Source ï Tulsa World 

* Pew Research Center survey of 35,000 Americans finds Christians have  
declined sharply as a share of population; unaffiliated and other faiths have 
continued to grow 

 Source ï Pew Research Center 

* ñThe common view of hell is based not on any deep dive into Scripture but on Danteôs Di-
vine Comedy ï great poetry, but not good theologyò 

Source ï Excerpt from talk by Fr. Richard Rohr on reclaiming the original Christian 
narrative   

My Oh My ï What diverse conversation last Thursday at W & T!!!!  
 
After bouncing from one topic to another, the discussion turned to ñhow to help Good Shepherd 
stay afloatò, and from there to formation of a committee to work toward that goal.  
 
The W & T committee discussed a multi-pronged approach of outreach and decided to begin by 
reaching out to our neighborhood, so ñsave the dateò. 

 
  When: Saturday, June 27 
   Games and music 5:00-6:00 
   Food 6:00 ï 6:30 
   Communion 6:30

 

   
(definite date ï tentative times)   

  Where: Parking lot of Good Shepherd 

   
  Sharon - banners, flyers, general organization 

 
Mark your calendar to attend and contact any of the above to volunteer your help.  Next 

(and last) committee meeting will be at Wine and Theology on Thursday, June 25 at 6:30 PM.   

Mary and Gloria - food (hot dogs and ice cream sundaes) 

Bill H and Ray - grill hotdogs   

Scott - distribute flyers (no later than preceding Sunday) 

Barbara H - Jupiter Jump    

Deacon Nancy and Kathy - games and music  

Joy - greeter, registration, name tags  

Ted and Jan - tables and chairs   

Fr Joseph - contact neighborhood churches  

Jan F - hall monitor     
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òHe saith unto him, 

Feed My Lambs.ó 

    -St. John 21:15 

Food Pantry Update:  Thank you for your 
generous support.  We have helped 12 peo-
ple in the month of May.  Keep in mind that 
this ministry is on-going as hunger is always 
present.  Any canned good or staple food 
item you may wish to contribute will thank-
fully be welcomed.   

No One Should Go Hungry!!! 

June 

Food Pantry  

Schedule 

 

June 5 - Melissa Siler 

June 12  - Gloria Wiley 

June 19 - Barnes 

June 26 - Gloria Wiley 

 

As we have done in the past, any emergen-

cy need for food will get immediate help 

on whatever day they call.  When a meal is 

served on Friday, please help serve and 

clean up. 

 

If you are not able to work on your scheduled 

day, please find a replacement.   

 

 

      

CAN GOOD SHEPHERD REALLY HAVE BIBLE SCHOOL?? 
OR 

ñTO BE OR NOT TO BEò 
 

A conversation arose at Wine and Theology about distribution of Bibles in public schools 
and that led to talking about separation of church and state, but from there drifted back 
to personal experiences of religion in the classrooms and memories of Vacation Bible 
School (VBS) and hence the question ñCan Good Shepherd really have Bible School?ò   
 
Donôt get me wrong ï Bible School is not forbidden at Good Shepherd.  But can we truly 
staff a Bible School?  Our kids will be at St. Crispinôs during June, so do we want to have 
VBS in the heat of July? One week or two?  Curriculum?  Just ñour kidsò or open to oth-
ers?  More importantly, who is bringing snacks? And most importantly, who can make a 
commitment of time for every morning of one week? 

 
To date, we have one volunteer teacher and one volunteer snack maker.  If you want to 
discuss the madness, talk to Mary, Sharon, or Fr. Joseph.     
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Q: How many Episcopalians does it take to change a light bulb? (in as-

cending order) 

A: Two. One to mix the martinis, and one to call the electrician. 

A: Ten. One to change the bulb, and nine to say how much they liked the 

old one better. 

A: Twelve. One to do the work and eleven to serve on the committee. 

A: Change the light bulb?! My grandmother gave that light bulb!  

BEHIND THE RAIL ï BEST SEAT IN THE HOUSE 

 
I had only been a member of the Episcopal church a short while before I began serving behind the rail, 

first as Acolyte and then as Eucharistic Minister.  I had been involved with the service by reading the les-

sons, but this was a different perspective of worship entirely. I received excellent training in ñhow to do 

what needs to be doneò to create a worshipful service for the congregation, hopefully enhancing rather 

than detracting from worship, and being always attentive to the needs of the priest. 

 

But I was not prepared for the spiritual dimension of serving behind the rail. I was humbled to carry the 

Cross and to offer the Chalice.  I could feel my spirit rise in response to the words of the Creed and the 

Prayers. Confession had intent, not just memorized words.  At times, the presence of God and the joy of 

serving at the altar were overwhelming.   

 

Although I am no longer in the regular rotation of serving on Sundays, I am honored and grateful to serve 

behind the rail when needed.  However that leaves only a few people available to serve as Eucharistic 

Minister each Sunday.  The requirements to be a Eucharistic Minister are simple.  Under the canons of the 

church, a Eucharistic Minister must be a confirmed, active member of the Episcopal Church and be at least 

16 years of age.  Do you qualify?   

 

Archbishop Desmond Tutu wrote ééé. 

 

 You are Godôs viceroy, Godôs representative. 

 You are Godôs stand-in, a God Carrier. 

 You are precious; God depends on you. 

 God believes in you and has no one but you 

      to do the things that only you can do for God. 

 

Hillel the Elder, a famous Jewish leader living in Jerusalem during the time of King Herod, had the same 

message in a more familiar phraseéééé. 

 

 ñIf not now, when?  If not you, who?ò  

 

If you want information about training, talk to Fr. Joseph, Deacon Nancy, Bill, Joe, Pat, Maddy, or 

meééééééé.and then get the best seat in the house.    

Submitted by Sharon Moody 
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ECW OFFICERS 
 

President:  Candy Naifeh 
Vice Pres.:  Judy Whitney 
Treasurer:  Gloria Wiley 
Secretary:  Mary Smith    
 

 

Ladies Night Out 
Ladies Night Out is June 4,  6pm at 
Georgeðs, Jenks.  Come join the Fun 

ECW MEETING 

May meeting was held May 3 with a 

baked potato bar made up of fresh pro-

duce received from Caring Community 

Friends. 

 ECW will sponsor a Indian Taco Fund 

Raiser, May 17, after services. Deliv-

ery & carry out will be available.  

Tickets must be pre-purchased.  

May 17 is also when church will honor 

their seniors. 

St. Simeonôs trip scheduled for May 

16. Meet at church at 11am. (was can-

celled as not enough going, resched-

uled for the fall) 

Bazaar discussion was also held. 

June meeting is June 7 after services. 

 

UNITED THANK OFFERING 
 

Thank all who gave.  A total has not been  

counted as money is till coming in!!!! 

The Altar Guild  

Good Shepherd NEEDS Altar Guild 

members.    

The Altar Guild members assist the Priest in 
setting the Altar for each service.   They make 
sure the linens are washed, ironed and ready 
for use, keep all candles full of oil and ready for 
each service.  Training is available for those 
who would like to serve. PLEASE VISIT WITH 
RYND BARNES OR GLORIA WILEY!! 

ANNUAL BAZAAR 

 

NOVEMBER 13 & 14, 

FRIDAY & SATURDAY 

 

START SEWING, BAK-

ING, ETC 
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YOUTH 

2015 St Crispinôs Camp Dates  
This year you will register by the grade your child will be going into!   

 

May 29-30  ABC Camp (5 year olds through rising 3rd graders) ($100 child & 1 adult) 

    Trinity Hamilton & Emma Siler 

May 31 - June 6 Senior High (rising 11th and 12th graders and graduates) 

    Madelyn Smith & Jordan Teague 

June 7 - 13                       Rising 9th - 10th Grades (Session 1) 

June 14 - 20                     Rising 4th - 6th Grades (Session 1) 

June 21 - 27                     Rising 7th - 8th Grades (Session 1) 

June 29 - July 4               Rising 9th - 10th Grades (Session 2) 

July 5 - 11                        Rising 4th - 6th Grades (Session 2) 

    Liberty Hamilton 

July 12 - 18                      Rising 7th - 8th Grades (Session 2) 

    Gunner Hamilton 

 

 

Cost $315 a session 

 

Scholarships are available!!!! 

 

PLEASE SEE CANDY NAIFEH, BILL BARNES, OR COME BY OFFICE. 

 

If you would like to send a message to a camper, the address is: 

 

St. Crispinôs  

36302 State Highway 9 

Wewoka, OK 74884 

KIDS OF ALL SIZES GET READY FOR THE 

SUMMER FUNé..MELISSA SILER IS PLANNING 

A SUMMER OF ACTIVITES..WATCH WEEKLY 

BULLENTIN 
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OPEN DOOR 
Have you seen our ñdouble-wideò?  Yes, we do know that the correct term is ñside-by-sideò refrigerator 

but that just doesnôt flow as easily when asking ñWhere did you put the broccoliò? Our thanks to Nancy 

Landholt for the donation of the double wide. 

 

And a big thanks you to Julie Evans for the set of knives (and to whoever brought the other knives and 

put them in the pantry). Chopping broccoli was so much easier and faster..and safer. 

 

As long as we are listing donors, Rib Crib has generously donated smoked meats and sweet potato fries 

(thankfully no broccoli). Thanks to Jane Berger for getting our foot in the door with them.  If you dine 

there, mention that you appreciate their good corporate citizenship and their assistance to The Open 

Door.   

 

Sometimes we should be very careful what we ask for ï we asked for help with food and God partnered 

us with Caring Community Friends (CCF), the Sapulpa agency that provides assistance to families with 

food, utilities, clothes, and referral to other agencies.  Each day, Wal-Mart gives CCF the produce that 

has been culled from their produce shelves and each Thursday CCF shares those veggies and fruit with 

us for use in our kitchen and distribution to those who dine with us on Friday.   

 

Apples, oranges, grapes, potatoes, onions, asparagus, mushrooms, turnips, kale, beets, carrots, cauli-

flower, leeks, and, oh yes, broccoli. Not just a pound or two of each item ï it arrives by the case.  Well, 

it doesnôt exactly ñarriveò since we must pick it up at CCF and it is more than a ñcaseò- it is a full gro-

cerôs crate. Sometimes the crate has mixed veggies or fruit but most always full crates of apples, orang-

es, potatoes, and onions. 

 

The food must be used promptly or frozen for future use.  Mary froze carrots and cauliflower and put 

the garlic in oil. The Andersons froze grapes and made apple butter. Amanda made potato casseroles. 

The Garvins took home untold apples and returned with apple crisps. We froze mushrooms, asparagus, 

leeks, and steak fries. I made an apple cake, apple pie, and apple bread (see why we need our ñdouble-

wideò.)  We distributed oranges and apples, potatoes and onions, to every family who came to The Open 

Door or Food Pantry and took bags of fruit to an apartment complex. But it seems that no one wants a 

bag of broccoli. 

 

But recently there was a FULL CASE OF BROCCOLI.  Even though I donôt want to see that fine 

green veggie again for a while, we now have 10 bags in the double-wide and Candy has offered to make 

broccoli cheese soup. An offer of broccoli rice casserole anyone?? 

 

This year, for the period of January 24 ï April 17, The Open Door has served 139 meals (volunteers are 

not included in the count).  If you canôt join us on Friday, perhaps you can take home a bag of veggies ï 

either fresh or frozen - and return a casserole or soup for future use?  Or pick up the food at CCF on 

Thursday (thanks Bill H)? Or give us a recipe using oranges since we cannot think of another use for 

citrus? Or pray for no broccoli for a while!! 

 

For I was hungry and you gave me food, 

I was thirsty and you gave me  

something to drink, I was a stranger and 

you welcomed me. Matthew 25:35 (NRSV) 
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COFFEE HOUR  
SIGN UP SHEET OUT-

SIDE   
KITCHEN.     

REMEMBER,  
NO ONE 

SHOULD  
GO  

HUNGRY  

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 
 
6/1   Blaine Baker 
6/7   Sam Naifeh IV 
6/11  Ruth Davidson 
6/15  Korby Kinkade 
6/17  Scott Benson 
6/26  Joe Faulkner 
6/30  Joy Naifeh 
6/30  Cory Lisee 

MILITARY PERONNEL SERVING 

BOTH AT HOME AND OVERSEAS  

 
PLEASE PRAY FOR OUR HEROES   

EVERYDAY!!!  

 
For those in the Armed Forces of our Country Al-

mighty God, we commend to your gracious care and 

keeping all the men and women of our armed forces 

at home and abroad. Defend them day by day with 

your heavenly grace; strengthen them in their trials 

and temptations; give them courage to face the per-

ils which beset them; and grant them a sense of your 

abiding presence wherever they may be; through  

Jesus Christ our Lord.   Amen. 

Brent Harlan 

Rob Haulenbeek 

Nathanial Marcionette  

Greg LeBeau 

Andrew Ball 

Travis Marcionette 

Barbara & Marcus  

 Hawkins 

Peter Ratliff 

Chad Wright 

Robert Fingerhut 

Rusty Hageny 

P. J. Main 

Joshua Foster 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 
 

Ralph & Julia Evans   6/1 
Ken & Melissa Siler  6/3 
Paul & Kay Prichard  6/16 



11 

Bishop Committee (Vestry) & Staff     Last Year to Serve 

 
The Rev. Joseph Farber  Vicar 

The Rev. Nancy Brown  Deacon 

Mary Smith    Secretary 

Pat Hare    Treasure 

Scott Little    Asst. Treasure 

Joe Faulkner    Sr. Warden   2016 

Bill Barnes    Jr. Warden   2017 

Jan Garvin    Member   2017 

Bill Heinen    Member   2015 

Scott Benson    Member   2015 

David Gilliland    Member   2014 

Judy Whitney   Member   2015 

Jan Madole    Bishop Committee Clerk 

 

Almighty and everliving God, ruler of all things in heaven and earth, hear our 

prayers for this parish family.  Strengthen the faithful, arouse the careless, and 

restore the penitent. Grant us all things necessary for our common life, and 

bring us all to be of one heart and mind within your holy Church;  through  

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

BLOCK PARTY  
GOOD SHEPHERD PARKING LOT  

JUNE 27, 2015  
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Worship with us at:   
Good Shepherd Episcopal Church  
1420 East Dewey, Sapulpa, OK 74066   

Telephone 918 -224-5144 
goodshepherdsapulpa@gmail.com  

goodshepherdsapulpa.org  
 

Worship Schedule  
Sunday Morning  

   10:30 am Holy Eucharist  

Wednesday   
8am Morning Prayer   

5:15 pm Jesus Prayer Group  
6 pm Holy Eucharist with Healing  

 

  Good Shepherd Episcopal Church  
  PO Box 335  
  Sapulpa, OK  74067  
 
 

Return Service Requested 
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